Travellers* in India

:lie true spirit of commercial intercourse and
the principles on which it is based; the other,
blinded by contempt for trade in general, not
3nly refused to guarantee the safety of the
traders' cargoes, but interposed all kinds of
petty and hampering restrictions.

As an example of the wisdom of the king
Barbosa gives an amusing account of the way
in which he chastised high officials who departed
from, the strict path of duty. It is too long to
quote, but it will convey some idea of the prin-
ciple on which the monarch acted when we say
that his object was to punish the official without
being compelled to dispense with his services or
degrade him in the eyes of the people.*

FedericI gives a valuable account of the
downfall of Vijayanagar in 1565, and of its con-
dition and that of the country round two years
later. Part of his description of the ruined city
has been quoted on an earlier page of this
chapter.f Federici's narrative includes one of
the best of the early descriptions of suttee
which we possess, as well as a description of
another method " for baser people."!

From the mass of facts given by Paes and
Nuniz, a few only can be mentioned. Paes has a
very interesting account of the two great
festivals of which he was an eyewitness. One
of these was the nine-days' Mahanavami festi-

* See p. 89 of Tbe Coast of East Africa and Malabar.
t Above, p. 71,        J Purchas bis Pilgrimes^ iii, 1702.
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